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the scheme of the Roman religion, which could only
receive the Gospel in the form of an oracular theology.

But though Christianity, as such, is not a theology or
a religion, but rather a spirit or quality, infused first
into Judaism then into the Gentile religion, yet, as has
been said, it is a secret leaven, which eventually issues
in transformations of a certain uniform character and
tendency.

Jesus assumed the religious ideas of his people and
time ; he had no desire or thought of teaching a new
theology, though later he foresaw that the Jews would
put his disciples out of their synagogues (John xvi. i) as
heretics, and that he and his would be unjustly excom-
municated, though they would never secede by their
own act, or merit exclusion. He held all the inevitable
errors, as well as the truths, of current Jewish theology;
its dualism of the Kingdoms of God and Satan, its
demonology, its angelology, its anthropocentricism,
its materialised hell and heaven, and, above all, its
then prevalent belief in the near judgment of Satan
and triumph of God. But all this explicit theology,
this intellectual and imaginative structure, was im-
measurably too poor to be an " explicitation," or
intellectual basis, of the riches of his own spirit.
Directly, what he preached was the love of God,
the love of man, the forsaking of self; and of this
preaching his own life and personality, far more
than his words or even his explicit thoughts, were
the true expression. Every morality, every sort of
life and love, necessarily implies a latent, and perhaps
inexpressible, metaphysics. However anti-theological,
Jesus could not preach his own love and spirit with-
out implicitly preaching a whole view of the nature of